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A woBB of explanation, it maybe, ought to accom- 
pany tlie following tlioughta. The object of the 
author h to indicate a need. This aim is pnrsned 
steadily throughout the discoui'se. It would not 
be ati'ange if many who prefer compliment should 
be offended ; and rise np from the reading, feeling 
that we have been unkind— may be, accounting us 
an enemy. But we are not. Moat profonndly 
in our hearts do we love and venerate the Method- 
ist ministry. Since the apostolic days we do 
not believe a more devoted, saenli n and 
sueeessfnl ministry has blessed the wo id But 
ours is no blind admiration. Whate e of e el 
lence we may accord, we cannot but see many 
things in which improvement is desrable and 
possible— nay, a most urgent need. "While we 
sincerely believe, that in mnch we have surpassed 
onr bretliren, we must see that in some things we 
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fall below them. The object of this discourse is 
not to glorj in what we have clone or been, hut to 
indicate wherein we may and ought to improTe ; 
not to eulogize oar excellences and boast of our 
achievements, but to point out wherein we may 
and need to become greater and better. 

Should the publishment awaien in any minds 
more earnest aspirations after knowledge, with 
more carefiil habits of study ; and especially, should 
it lead the young and rising ministry to a more 
thorongh and careful preparation for their sacred 
work; and yet more, should it, with a higher in- 
tellectoahty, promote also a profounder consecra- 
tion of heart and soul, the end of publication wiU 
be answered. 
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EvEKf siucero and liouest-mindcd ininlster must 
feel that his is no ordinary vocation ; that, indeed, 
(jod has ntruste 1 h n with the moat exalted 
in 1 respons bio m on ever committed to 

Hu h an n t a eptably and successfully 
execu a 1 e mon ent s trust, will he with him the 
all il orb ng tho ght Should there be any- 
th ng pecul ar n the I mes or seasons, conditions 
or phces he w II cons ler this. The love he 
bears the cause of h a Master — the weight of 
so Is press ng upon h s heart — the eternal inter- 
^,ta of those dependent on his ministry — bis 
solemn conviction of accountability, must impel 
him to seulv earne,stly the best qualifications for 
his great work. 
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li MINISTBY NEEDED 

The Cluir ]i of ( ol js Jiuled is we thrak, 
jroMdentnllv into iinous denora nations Fuh 
haa Its special ministry whicl though btiring 
a genoial com nil's, ion fr m Uie supreme Heid 
of the Church is wiselj hmited to a pirtKulir 
sphere of labor 

Turning aside from what is common and gen 
eral it is our purpose m the present discourse 
to iddress especially the m nistry of our o« a 
denomination and to discuss whit we coiK-eive 
to be a >ipecnl ind urgont mnt among oui 
selves How rau h that ahiU be sa d might bo 
ilfhcible elsewhere we v;ill not be anvious to 
inquire it will suffice if wo can prnfitablj con 
sder whit concerns U3 Itaiing ithers t>do llie 
same sersice for themsehts 

The part cular sulject we j ropose for hscus 
aion IS the need of the Meth 1 t '. 
Ghurch with relation to her Mmiatry 

"We will eniea\cr to sppik plainly but m 
love. If what shall be said in some parts should 
grate harshly upon established prejudices, or 
awaten unpleasant sensibilities, be assured any- 
thing of (Jie kind is outside of our intention ; 
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brufKer s heart moves us 
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I The Clurch nee Is a thorou^Jh edu itel 


ani 1 benlly informed mini trj 





If a more part cular exjlanation of tbe propo 
Bitnn. tlioull le leemed deairible t will be 
found m the CDur^e of the following -irtumenti 
tions for the jre=ent let it be understood in ils 
most comprehensn e import as including a 
thorough triiuing to habits of sluU aid lx 
tenfeivo cultiviti E 1 the entire circle of the 
sciences and of all human knowledg =o tir is 
jracti ible beinng hre tly cr rcn t h n 
theology 

1 The first irgument we submit i& dri\^n 
from the present condition of the Church as 
contrasted with the past. 

In elic tin^ tli a irgument i hr et retio'ipei.t 
n lltPne e"ir( It i n t a s ime ! th\t ui Vr 
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all circumstances extensivo erudition is an abso- 
lute prerequisite.* Exigencies, it ia admitted, 
may arise, in which tteChurcli might justifiably 
employ even uncultured men in this service. 
Such was the emei^ncy at first, when " fisher- 
men and tentmakers" were thrust into the vine- 
yard. Of such a ministry, God-honored and 
successful as it has been, under the most trying 
and urgent necessities, we have no reproaches to 
utter. Were it necessary, we would emulate any 
one in their eulogium. They need none. " Their 
record is on high." They have long since en- 
tered upon their reward. 

A brief retrospect will show that we of the 
preaent time enter the service under the pressure 
of very different circumstances, and with the 
burden of other necessities upon. us. They did 
well for their times, and nobly met their respon- 
sibilities ; we are called upon, with equal useful- 
ness, to fill the place assigned us. 

Methodism, it ia universally known, arose 

" Even now the demand for a liberal education, 
howeTer desirable it might lie. ig not absolutelv im- 
perative in all oases. 
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rOK THE TIMES. 15 

under peculiar circu-mstanees, and to meet a pe- 
culiar want : at a time when yital Christianity 
scarcely existed : when society, in one of its ex- 
tremes, had become proud, dissolute, and skep- 
tical ; intoxicated with a vain and false philoso- 
phy, or stupufied with empty formulas ; pledgad 
to a desolating and scornful infidelity, or im- 
plexed in the meshes of an equally destructive 
and impious churchisra : in the other, sunken 
into the lowest depths of neglected poverty, ig- 
norance, and vice; in all its doparfraonts, and 
throughout its entire tissues, a waste and ruin; 
priests and people abandoned to tlie same ex 
cesses of hypocrisy and impiety. Tliere were 
many honorable exceptions bofli in the ranks of 
the clergy and laity, but such was tbe general 
state of society. Religion, as an inward life, and 
as a vital force, controlling and molding the 
public morals, was well-nigh extinct. 

This is alleged neither in the spirit of adula- 
tion nor reproach. It is referred to merely as a 
melancholy fact, the recognition of which is in- 
dispensable to a correct understanding anil expo- 
sition of the institution we are discussing. What 
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F'OR THE TIMES, iV 

01 r 111 I 1 a\ fr m 1 n^ sUIIsIpJ cu'^toms 
ra 1st peik 1 new lanjuaae intl by their VPty 
dar ng and thu chnalr\ of themoiement compel 
attention and uieice im[ re sion It waa the 
only way 

The result was pre i&elv xsliit mi^Iit liaii" 
been aitiujited Tho Church proud of her 
pompoua forma impenoua in her hoary digniti 
and unconscious ts death of her real condition 
or too unicrupuloua to ai-knowledge it ivai 
roused tut it was the escitement of lage Her 
prile was irritated She regarded the mD^e 
ment with mingle 1 heil ai 1 a now aniozo- 
ment an J detestation The fimtics were tnathe 
matized and canonical doors indignintJv dosed 
against them 

The infidel sj nt of the age i cl jse afhint on 
with the Chnrth ui iled in the ame pohtictl 
honja mixing in the "same circles and not un 
frequently diaguiaed beneath the eoni and sur 
jhce was alaimel Branded aa madmen and 
hereti's the^e evingeliso, were dnven with den 
sion from the learned and ar atOi.ratic w illrs "«id 
spurnel frim the Tery "sanctimn^ of religion 
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18 UINISTR7 HEEDED 

N tLm iiunfed it tl Lir iccumu]atcJ di grlCP' 
11 tLm^ di curige] like then great irDtotj].e 
thej turnpJ to the Gentiks follow d^ tlie 
example of their divine Mister th j betook 
tti-raselves to the ftr'ets ind nond'; to the 
neglected and i^norait poor the simjle iil 
foisaken pjpuhtion of the riral immng ail 
minufictunng districts 

Their persecutions hut increased the r z>' il 
Collision and waifare inured them to harlslip 
■md fiuglit the r hauls to fight Prautite ind 
selt rul dni-e giYL sc pe ind pungem-y to their 
plans and eSorts ind dl comb ned to edu ate 
them for their heroic mis'iion The r earnest 
preathmg and fervent pra}er« an I aboindmg 
labors — their almost superhuman -ictiyitj — the 
noveltj of then worship ra ojen fields — the 
slringeness of their doi,tnnoa — an labors ill the 
du ne Sp rit thit went w th them and bcf re 
them to preiare the hi> ittra ted thou-«inl8 
of eiger and e\e ted listeners 

Before men had t mo to consider the move- 
ment and wh le the hilf roused Church wis yet 
rubbing open her leaden eyes "uid miittenng over 
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FOR THE TIMES 19 

th-'ili oiltr Tr atBiitanwT, n fin.— t c nfli 
grition n^pd oier tL i. igit n Eiif,lii lad 
Ireland were nraipedm the flame A rofurmatiou 
unpiralleled amce the days of the apoxtles was 
in progress MuUitudes rushed to the sttnlaid 
ot the new liith IS it was ojpiLlriuusly 
ciUed The nitioa t.wi}el 1 ke a foiest nndei 
tl e pres&ure ft a tempest Onwird iriesistibl^ 
the surging deeppnin^r current rolled from one 
extreme of the kingdom to the other carrying the 
seels f a new hfo iii it to om It wis tutle 
to 0] pose it for (jod wis n it ai I the imj ol 
hng force WIS omnipotent. Put now a new 
want arose thise conserta muat be orginizei — 
must be supphed with the means of growth and 
instruction — must have paste ral o^enjii^ht 

The ^^ eilej B an 1 "W hitefield the great apos 
ties of the movement, though imong the most 
indefatigible men that e*er hied Loild i t 
difluse themaehes over the whcle hngJom to 
feed the children they had begotten ind who 
cned to thera for bread They coul 1 nut 
transfer them to perish under the mmistri 
tion of the unconverted clei^y in the jarishes 
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20 MINISTRY NEEDED 

— nor ivould the people contentedly listen to 
such blind guides. '■ A. stvanger'a voice ttej' 
would net folbw " 

Whit must lie drae ' The Lord of the hir 
\t,f.t "sohed the froUpm Frim the ranks ot 
the unkimcd but divinely tiught and expeii 
enced conierts the Holy Ghost as at far?f 
selectei anl designated to th-'ir Irethren a suffi 
cient number of strong, though uneultn-ited 
mmds to tiLe pirt m fhe mmiitry such men as 
John JTelson and his cuiljutors The le ult 
imply vindicated the wisdom of the orran^ 
mcnt Destitute conlussedly of many de rible 
quahficationB they jet hid ill the endowments 
thit under thp cTn-umstances were atsolutely 
essential fo the part they were called to perform 
They were supinor in breidth of infirm itijn to 
the people thej were ipjomted toteich thej p^s 
seased vigor jus ani improving minds, thepeeple 
heaiii them gladly, and were in a condition to 
profit by their simple and earnest instructions; 
and under the guidance of their learned leaders, 
stimulated themsolTcs with the power of a new 
inward hfe, they soon became "workmen that 
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POH THE TIMES. 31 

needed not to lie ashamed ;" men of eminent abil- 
ities, many of them, and of no mean scholarship. 
Such were the circumstances under which an 
unletterea ministry were at first introduced among 
us. It was not a choice, but an emergency ; not 
a preference, hut an absolute necessity ; a dernier 
resort. But even then .learning stood in the 
fore-front and led the van. The ripest scholars, 
and best-trained minds of Oxford presided over 
the enterprise; men of wide scope and extensive 
erudition, to whom nature had been munifi- 
cent, and fortune prodigal of her favors. Such 
minds stood forward, and as the masters, guided 
the fi^nd mosement. Thus it lf\s alwijs been 
"When the Head of the ChunJi has lotmd it 
neceis'.arv to employ unkarne 1 men in this 
service, it his been =ubordmatelj Paul the 
scholar was prominent among tbo apostles , 
Luther, Calvm, Melincthon, and others of like 
attainments, pioneered the Reformation But wa 
repeat, these unlettered men were adapted to the 
time ; they answered an emergency and answered 
it well, and merit, as they will receive, the undy- 
ing honor and gratitude of the religious world. 
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Learning would have enlarged their qualifications, 
but tliey were ustifiil, not because of their defl- 
cienciea, but in despite of them. But we are 
not therefore to infer tliat such a ministiy is 
adapted to all times, suited to every exigency. 

We live ia the midst of gj'eat changes; new 
circumstances are ever pressing ua ; nothing 
abidetK in one stay, Alas ! for the system that 
fails to recoguize and make preparation for thb 
fact ; it must, hy an inevitable law of progress, 
become obsolete and perish. 

Methodism is not now, either positively or 
relatively, what it was in its inception, or early 
manifestations; other Church oi^nizations are 
not what they were; society is not what it vvas. 
A wide and marked change has ensued ; a 
change, which it must he obvious to all but the 
hopelessly infatuated vitally affects the question 
we iiave under consideration ; a change, to the 
achievement of which, much may be attributed 
fo the inherent force and energy of the system 
itself. 

Let us contemplate briefly the change within 
the body. 
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The Methodist people in the niiddio of the 
nineteenth century differ widely from the same 
coramimity in tho middle or even at the going 
out of the eighteenth — widely, in various and 
most important respects. 

Habits of thrift and industry, of economy and 
prudent living, wTiich piety always and neces- 
sarily begets, soon wrought a marked change in 
their external circumstances; and as a conse- 
quence, in their relafive social position. Thus 
advanced in the means of respectability, and at 
the same time under the elevating influence of 
the new and higher principles which they had 
received, a most salutary improvement iu their 
moral and intellectual character was the inevit- 
ble result. Education and culture, sesthetic re- 
finement and appreciative talent supervened. 
The transformation was rapid, for it was a mighty 
impulse which carried it forward — ^an inward 
vital force renewing and purifying, expanding 
and exalting them. By a necessary law of elective 
affinity, others were attracted to them as their 
spheres approximated. The old respectability, 
who at first stood aloof, soon made friends with 
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them: and drawn by tlieir doctrines, and im- 
pressed by their examples, many entered tiieir 

The finding is, that now in little more than 
a hundred years, Methodism, in her laitj-, in 
whatever constitul^ respectability, in wealth, in 
learning aud liberality, begins to take rank with 
the oldest and most influential denominations in 
Protestant Christendom. 

Her people have really and relatively changed. 
Meanwhile a change has been progressing with- 
out, quite as important in its relations to our ar- 
gument, as that which has transpired within. 

Provoked by onr example, and emulous of our 
zeal, other Churches have imbibed the reforma- 
tion spirit, and become evangelical in doctrine 
and life. A new race of ministers, the natural 
offspring of such a change, have ascended their 
pulpits ; a race whose lips are touched, and 
whose hearts glow like a furnace — who compete 
witli us nobly in zeal, and labors, and sacnfices 
— who kneel with ua in the hovel, and cross our 
paths everywhere in the wilderness ; whom to 
equal in piety is a praise ; and whom to excel in 
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FOR THE TIMES. 25 

Other accomplisliiiients were most difficult to any 
—an honor certainly, which it would he question- 
able modesty for us to claim. 

The way from our fold has become wide and 
inviting; and fo our reproacli trodden like a high- 
way "fte no longer present to the con^cence 
smtten the only a^jlum to the sp ritual ii d 
eirnest minded disciple the solitiry indosure m 
which ho miy find subsistence anl sympathy 
If we onte had anjth ng m our doi,trines pe 
cul irly nounsbng an 1 qmckcnm^ it his been 
o ten ibly appropriate 1 it anything in our 
means and appliances useful it has been sulsti 
tuted it anything in our e\perienec and life, it 
has bt,on transferred In some (f these pwticii 
lars we may stdl Uaim, but will scarcely be able 



to establish, i 



preeminence; while many v. 



tribute the pretence to very stupid vanity. The 
beneficial change which has thus penetrated the 
indosures of the Churches, has extended outward 
also to the world. 

Universal society has undergone, and is yet 
undergoing, a great change — a rapid and glorious 
transformation — a progress and expansion un- 
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paralleled in former ages. Information ia diffus- 
ing itself as the light of tJie sun — shining every- 
where, streaming througli the crannies of the ob- 
scurest cabins, penetrating the fastnesses of the 
country, irradiating the hills, and illuminating 
the valleys of Christendom, and covering the 
earth with the hloom of a fresh life. 

The men that bahble with diversified tongues, 
and understand mysterious symbols, are in every 
by-way. The race are on the march to a higher 
destiny. Ology, with a hundred prefixes, is the 
watchword of the times. Wherefore, and the 
reason, make up the confusion of a million in- 
quiring voices. The prophet's day seems rushing 
upon us : " Knowledge shall be increased." The 
school and the gospel are enthroning a new era. 

Sui_h ire the altered circumstances :n which 
we of the present time are called to serMte 
Hence, we repeit it, an emergency i-. upon u-. 
We must adapt ouiaeives to the chwge or oui 
mission IS acLomphshed, and other hands now 
ready will entPr info our Ubor., .ind gither our 
npp and ample harvest, cr it will remain un 
garnered to r>t in the unreiped field Unlike 
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ur fathers v,h st « 1 &c nnblv n th i 1 t wp 
will sink Ignobly down aJissiigaad rejroich 
and the fa tlitul h ston^n who shall honor our 
sires «ill eT orato their k ni The generations 
as they piss ind g^e with wonder upon tho 
ruin sublime and siJ w 11 rnl} repeit the merit 
ed but bhating satire The fathers begin to 
build tit Ihesona WLren t alle tDiinsh 

Thit in educated and informed people wll 
require i better e lucate I ind inform xl inmistr> 
we hold to be axiomatic A teicher must be 
competent for h s worl., or he n 11 not /e ought 
not to be hpard He will first be commiserited 
then endured finalh dtdsj =ed Even rea Ij m 
important defects if ^lanng ind inex usable 
must e\ate disgust and iversim The same 
people begotten by his ministry and nourished 
in their infancy should tbcv beccmo siperior in 
breadth of information and Eesthet c cultur 
■will no longer listi,n to h m escej t by si ff rai c 
Why should they ! Will a man sit is learner it 
the feet of a child ! Will he, can he become the 
docile listener at the lips of one he knows to 
be his inferior) whose ignorance shames, and 
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tlie residuum of early attachments, su&er on and 
"endure to the end," hut his children will not 

This is precisely the tendency at the prewnt 
time : a tendency which must increase and pro 
duce wide havoc, if we awake not to our respon 
sihility. While we loiter to discuss the pmpriety 
of adapting ourselves to the demand, or stupidly 
ignore it, or in weakness lament over it, our best 
children mill forsake us ; and many of those re- 
maning will hold us in merited derision. It is 
uselgaa — in vain— to quarrel with this tendency. 
It is the natural operation of a universal and in- 
evitable law. As well dispute with gravitation. 
Our contest, however fierce and protracted, must 
end in defeat. We struggle against fate. Men 
will still require teachers competent to instruct. 
To no purpose do we refer to our former suc- 
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cesses, and laud tteir honored instruments ; tlie 
monuments and the men belong to another age. 
The case is altered. "We arc pressed with dif- 
ferent necessities, and ref[uire another kind and 
measure of skill. Their success is no pledge of 
ours, their moEuraenis augur no triumphs for ua. 
Methodism has now entered cities, and ascended 
to polished walks. Her hearera sit, or would if 
she were just to herself, in senatorial halls, dig- 
nify judicial benches, occupy presidencies of col- 
leges and universities, crowd the ranks of the 
learned professions, fill the places of commerce, 
and mingle in all the high and animated inter- 
ests of this excited age. They are femiliar with 
men, and books, and things. They gather from 
urbane walks and classic grounds. They must be 
furnished with a ministrj- which will deserve tlieir 
respect, and win their esteem ; not for piety only, 
but for learning and intelligence also. None 
otber will be long heard. Deprive them of this, 
and no devotion to tenets, no attachment to a 
name, will fetter them long. They will bow at 
another shrine, and gather wisdom from other 
wacles more congenial to their tastes, and more 
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commendable to tlieir understandinga, if not 
more profitable to tlieir souls; and for whatever 
of evil may result we will bo responsible. 

But we are told, all this supposed emergency 
proceeds from a felse estimate of our mission ! 
that we aspire to what does not belong to us I 
that we are placing ourselves in a false attitude ! 
that Methodism was never intended for the 
better informed ! that we were raised up ex- 
pressly to be " hewers of wood and drawers of 
water,"- — to do the scavenger work of the " high- 
ways and hedges !" that when we have wrought 
the stone from the quarry, and brought the hewn 
timber from tl e fore t, our ork 1 p ve 
must del er up to others mo e skillful to jerfe t 
and fan h tl it our ajprofrste sjlere the 
front er the nhenn cab n of the v Iderne s I 
that 1 ve cnt r c t es t s f r the lanes and 
ell rs anl g et that ! u IJ ng the alls 
and adorn n the tem jle s reser ed for suj er or 
workme And hey are i ot always enem es 
that spcjk of us tl u it a homo hng age a 
domest o sent raent But s t true ' 

We glory n our relaton to the people and 
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feel honored that, liio our Master, we gave them 
the gospel when they were neglected and de- 
spised. God forbid thit we shonld ever forget 
them, or diminish ] b ra f th ^ 11 

not. Our mioistrj w 11 till i. tli t "^ 

will follow tbem to th t h m dp 

our doors and arm t Ll 1 d d tit t 

children: while w h b d th h U 
Lunger. But we 1 g 1 m tl as 

peculiar honor; otl rs d d t h A i 

we deny that, in j P 

euliarly to tliem ; th t w h th y 

special right, or sp 1 d tj to m t th m 

As seen already, o [ecllbirsmgthm 
at the first, was an cc d t f m ta 

and of the times t 1 d t th p ai f 
other denominatio b t d pec 1 ly w 
While wo admit th t gosj 1 h I gs t th 
poor, and our duty com th th t 

furnish them, anl 1 1 1 w 

deny any monopoly f th h bl t 

But especially d w i t t g t y 
struetion which w Idlmt t th fillas 
arrogant on the p rt f ur m d dal 
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in ourselves ; invuhing as jt dnes distinctions we 
have DO authority to avow, and a cruelty we 
have no right to practice. "We know no rich ; 
no poor. Our gospel is to & race, all of whom, 
without regard (o adventitious distinctions, are 
equally interested in ita Saviour and salvation. 
The rich need our ministry as much as the poor, 
and are as much entitled to it. "We dare not 
repel, or forsake them, and it will be our undying 
reproach, if through our stupidity they have to 
forsake us. "We have no compromisps ta offer, 
but we have sacred duties to perform. It may 
possibly he found in the day of accounts that 
the souls of the rich and educated i e aln t aa 
valuable as those of the poor ; and that t w 
quite as censurable to refuse efforts fo th il 
vation. No ! No 1 ! No ! !! We d ny L He 
is an enemy who asserts it. We cannot 1 m t 
to the idea of degrading caste ; we fu e t b 
limited ; and we cannot be hmited t e a e 
faithful to ourselves and to our Maste Th 
shame and the guilt will be ours, f e all w 
ourselves to be stupid; and then, he a e the 
refined and informed, who cannot endure us 
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tura to our superiors, wo revenge ourselves upon 
them by assuming to be the ministers of the 
poor. It will not last long ; the poor themselves 
will stay with us but a little while when they 
find we are inferior to others who will serve 
them. Blind indeed will wo be if we do not 
pwceive tliis. 

We repeat, then, in the conclusion of the ar- 
gument, the change which has passed in our 
own hody, and in other denominations, and in 
general society, requires that we should have a 
more thoroughly educated and liberally informed 
ministry. 

The want is a real want. It is not a mere 
caprice, not a festidious taste, not an unsound or 
morbid condition of the times ; it comes upon us 
as an absolute need, a craving which is lawful, 
and must be met, or untold calamity ensue. It 
may be called treason, but before God, we pub- 
lish it as our deliberate judgment and conviction, 
that the Church we serve, and the generation in 
which we hve, absolutely need, penshingly need, 
a higher intellectuality m our pul]iit perform- 
e thought, morfi culture — more, thpy 
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m J b d b h 

an nesw drumdbh d 

IS not yet. Tbere are future and fiercer contests, 
greater lod more momentoua issuei Our work 
la but 1: gun our pist e^jeriencea inl aetieve- 
minto but initial — jrulim nary 

It requires no cxt^,iit of observation no aa- 
tulencss of penetntion, to percene that a process 
ot re<-onatnietiun lb going forw wvl Truths 
wbich bate been regarded as settled and stored 
awaj labelsd in the archives of orthoiosy, are 
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to be brought out and subjected to tlie crucible 
again ; " old land marks " to be Uisputtd , tbe 
consolidated fabrics of ages to be tikcn down ; 
the foundations hidden for centum^ du,^ up, and 
"plowed as a field ," the repooe of fliat principles 
rwdely broken ; and all tlie questions connected 
with morals and religion — ^tho whole schemes of 
theology, again and upon new issues, and in new 
modes, to be put to the test. The trumpet blast 
is even now heard, and tbe trampling of gathering 
hosts. Geology, Anthispology, Ontology, sound 
npoB the key-note. Loud above the rest the 
stentorian voices of Cousin, Lyle, Agasaiz, and 
Strauss, lead the terrific concert. The profound 
German, the supple French, the stately Italian, 
and the sturdy Saxon, mingle in the loud confu- 
sion. Wide is tlie scheme, and insidious, deep, 
and hidden the plot, and fierce and deadly will 
be the onset Pigmies will be of no use in this 
strife. Men of mail, of iron endurance, and in- 
exhaustible skill will be required ; men who have 
armor and well understand its use. 

While such is the demand without, it is even 
greater within I Here old and new heresies 
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girds heis If £fa Tl 1 m f th a 

hills," wth w jl m 1 t m g pe 

nous are n 1 tl wa h gs 

through the earth as of yore. Her trained bands, 
subtile as death, and as dangerous, too, are chafing 
to the battle. 

Unitarianism : gentlemanly, scholarly, class- 
ic, eloquent— Tractariaaism ; political, grasping, 
proud, exclusive — Universalism ; reckless, un- 
scrupulous, debalive — Swedenborgianisra : mys- 
tical, symbolical, ideal; with nameless other 
heresies, ire it the an^il Day andmghtivitneis 
their toil mirt and solitude quiver witli their 
influence Tiie pulpit ^nd the press ajreid 
their poi'ion on the blast, mi they g:, forth on 
their mission of deifh In the citr ind over tho 
land, the disseminated seeds are taking root, and 
producing a harvest; stealthily and noiselessly, 
like the herbs, they are growing up. 

Great questions of philology, exegesis, her- 
maneutics, history, and science, are involved, 
Queationsj practical and theoretical, direct and 
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remote ;■ embracing in their Rulution, all that ia 
dear, beautiful, and divine iti our glorious Chris- 
tianity. Questions which great learning only, 
and that when guided by study and seyere intel- 
lectual effort, and that skill which systematic 
culture alone can impart, can bring to a success- 
ful elucidation. These lie along our path and 
mut-t be encountereil ; not as paaljme merely, 
but as a most sacred duty committed to us as 
the expounders and guardians of the truth ; at 
our peril only can we be found nnpi-cpared for 
the trust. 

But here the interest is common. Others 
■will meet the emergency, tliough we should 
loiter in inglorious ease, or stagger bi-neath 
shameful imbecdity. Evangelical churchmen 
will be here, and Independents, and leading all, 
Presbyterians of the old Scotch school : a gifted 
race, sturdy, harnessed, and inured to arms. 
These will stand in this Tliermopylie, and boar 
away the laurels, as they have done before. 
But are we willing they should do it alone ! 
Can we who glory so much, survive the shame 
of a disgrace so keen as this 1 In these great 
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battles for Zion, has our host no place? When 
the enemies of Salem count her towera and 
reckon up her strength, shall they make no ac- 
count of us i Heaven forbid it ! To he second 
or inferior were not only a dishonor to make us 
hlush, but a crime to make us tremble. 

There is an emergency, where we must be a 
pajty, and where upon the success of our single 
arm, against almost consolidated evangelical 
Christendom, stupendous issues are staked. We 
mean the contest between those hoary enemies, 
whose colossal forms tower up through age?, 
and whose feuds havu darkened centuries— \r 
minianism and Calvinism.* Neither of these 
systems acknnwledge defeat, neither has retired 
from the arena; as one or the other must do 
bofiDre the world can settle into perm'inent le 
pose. While they both remam vital and d^fi 
ant, there must be euntontion. Ihe (jucstions 
are such that each cannot have q^uiet whde they 

° That Eomanism and high Church Epi'eopilian 
ism, with flome minor sects, etand in common with 
us upon the issue, detracts nothing from the truth 
of the ahoTe statement ; the defense of the truth here 
devolves ujion us. 
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are undecided ; one world is too narrow for the 
peaceable operation of two sucii forces. It is 
not a contest for victory, but a struggle for exist- 
ence; tlie final triumpt of the one is the essen- 
tial death of the other. 

The scope of the debat« is vast, and cannot be 
narrowed down. It emhrac«s the profoundest 
depths of theology, and the most intricate laby- 
rinths of philosophy: it regards the plainest 
maxims of practical life, and the most occult 
principles of metaphysics : it is a controversy ou 
the basis truths of the divine government, and the 
dearest and most vital interests of human beings : 
it ramifies everywhere throughout the entire tis 
sues of ethics and theology, and ultiraatplj in 
Yolves the whol« scheme of reveUtion "Um 
voidiblv, the prosecution of this stupendous cOn 
froicrsv to a successful issue must bring into 
reijuiaition vist, varied and profrund erudition 
On the Mde of Calvinism is arrajed the accu 
mulated leimmg of ages, and the hoary p 
of illustrious names It is girnsoned i 
sities, and hedged about by the most [ 
learned, and mfluentiil pulpit (hit ever was upon 
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earth. It is consecrated by a thousand endear- 
ments, and garnered away in the central heart 
of millions. It is embalmed in poetry, and crys- 
talized in prose ; renowned in history and im- 
mortalized in literature ; and at this moment is 
sustained by a piety the most beautiful, and a 
zeal and learning the most persuasive and irre- 
sistible. Such is the system with whicli, and 
the honored names with whom we are called to 
contend, for what we believe to be the truth. 
Most onerous is the mission, and most rash and 
foolish will we be if we venture without consid- 
ering the strength and resources of our foe, and 
a corresponding preparation for the gigantic 
contest. 

But do you say it is wounded ! Admitted : 
but not dead. Who inflicted the wound S 
We answer — what it is well to remember — the 
scholars of the Church, The logical Wesley, 
the argumentative Fletcher, the profound Wat- 
son, the classic Fisk — men of erudition. Do 
you say it will never rise again? What shall 
hinder ? It is up now, and full of vigor and 
power. Not so vital as before, but convalescing. 
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A race of scholars, such as they who commenced 
the work — men of power, and skill, and indus- 
try, will be required for its completion— to min- 
ister at its funeral obsequies. No inferior race 
can do this work. They may hiirl the obsolete 
weapons wrought hy masters for their use, hut 
it will be as David with Saul's armor, the un- 
wieldy burden will but entangle them and 
make them an easy prey. They need the power 
to forge thunderbolts for themselves. No ! 
no!! no!!! the work is not done, the enemy 
is not conquered. The territories wrested from, 
his grasp will return again, and his sceptre of 
faie will he absolute as before, unless fortified 
with the defenses which elaborate culture only 
can furnish. Blind, indeed, must he be who 
cannot perceive the urgency and imminence in 
this direction. 

Such are some of the responsibilities of 
Methodism, growing out of her relations to 
theology — some common, others peculiar. 

If the truth be with her, mankind are inter- 
ested in her success. That success under God 
depends chiefly on the ministry. The treasure is 
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committed to item. They are the constituted 
expounders and guardians. The guilt of failure, 
as well as the glory of siicceaa, must return to 
them. Having the right, God and humanity re 
quire it of us, that we be able to mate it appear. 
Defeat, through any waBt of possible qualifica- 
tion in us, will be our eternal shame and repro- 
bation. Tfo zeal, no piety, no labors, no sacri- 
fices, no magnanimity, will shield us long from 
the merited displeasure of Heaven, and withering 
reproaches of earth — as men intrnsted with the 
truth, but too indolent, too imbecile to defend it. 
This might he endured, but a woe will overtake 
us deeper than tlie satire of men, more dreadful 
than the temporary displeasure of Heaven. God 
will require an account of the talents committed, 
and when it is found that ours was laid away in 
a napkin, what answer shall we be able to 

But, it is answered, truth is simple, and lies 
open upon the surface, and no such recondite 
learning is requisite for its discovery or defense; 
that, like the sun, it is manifest by its own 
shining, and needs no helps to be visible ; that 
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in tbe Landi ot ignirdnce it i& more than a 
match for ciror under the auapicps >f knowledge 
and skill But is it so J Are there eg ob 
scurities to he removed no pnn ij les to he mis 
tered, no facta to le known ! la all so plam so 
ohtruave, St oitstanlng that mqu sition is un 
necessary' His the ro^ue Error so had a 
chance that a bhid pihceis a sufBcett watch 
fur him, and i" Truth so con«pcuous that it 
ise«ds no iSBistance to make its glory mi.nitest 
Such IS not the verlict ot espenence The toil 
of ages den es it. The wise f all times pro 
iiounce againat it Truth is the actretiji cf 
libor ind years — slowly thr>ugh L«nturiis the 
fibril his ri en uj — md to be kej t fr e from 
tbe clouds of error and intact amid the ruthless 
assaults wli ch are made upon it req ures vigi 
lance the most constant and learning the riost 
vast, van lus and profound 

3. Our third argument is den\ed from the n, 
lations of the ministry to the development of 
the Church 

The Church has loth an intellectu-d anl 
spiritual hfe, and these are related the one to 
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vene upon mere dim desires or impulsions. It 
is .ittained in all its stages through the intel- 
ligence. Truth 18 prcsentol to the mind, and 
is made by the divine Spirit tbe instrument of 
all development; of conviction, of penitence, 
of desire, of faith, of regeneration, of maturity 
in the graces, aid np-building in Christ. 
"Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word 
is truth," "Ye shall know the truth; and 
the truth shall make you free." Truth feat, 
sEinctity afterward. 

In order that an object be desired, it must 
firet be apprehended by tbe mind as desirable, 
for tbe desire can only be attained through 
the intelligence. So of love, so of faith, so of 
any emotion or exercise of moral faculties — -a 
mental exercise must precede the moral, and 
tbe moral must be attained through tbe 
mental. 

But how vast and infinite tbe scope of truth 
bearing on spiritual development, elemental to 
the full growth and enlargement of the soul, 
and of the Church, the sum total of pious 
soula! A single truth apprehended becomes 
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the initiative ; it is carried forward by the instru- 
mentality of an infinite succession, widening and 
deepening tiirough eternity. It is commenc&J 
in time and upon earth, and progresses forever 
ill heaven. We conduct it to a certain point, 
where we cease, because we can advance no 
further. Goil and angels ISke it up, and im- 
morlaiity is deviited to its advancement and 
completion. Am I correct in this \iewi IIow 
momentous, then, becomes the relation of the min- 
ister, and how indispensable the widt-st knowl- 
edge of truth, and the utmost capability to 
unfold and enforce it. Upon his administration 
depends iha essential life of the body of Chrisl 
—the Church. 

He h to lead her forth to a high and 
enlightened experience, to expand and beautify 
her graces, to elicit and direct hi-r charities, to 
quicken her efforts, to oppn to her the pro- 
gramme of duty and unseal the fountains of con- 
solation, to stir up hi-r conscience and incite hor 
zeal, to purge away her errors and illuminate her 
fitith, to polish her within and without "after 
the similitude of a palace." " When we preach, 
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warning every man, and teaching every man 
in all wisdom, that we may present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus." 

Truth is his instrument : he needs to com- 
prehend it fully, and eliminate it forcibly. What- 
ever graces are requisite for this ha pnaition 
imperitivelj demands, whether ot conception 
or elocution He needs to be famdnr with it 
as a musician with the teya of Ins instrument, 
tke citizen witli tlie implements of his tnde, 
or the inerchint with irticles of his baiter 
Not with one truth, but with all trutli \.ll 
truth will subserve hw ministry and enhance 
luh power— truths, whether of revelation cr 
science — whether they rchte to God or nature, 
to eirth or heaien All truth is rehted, the 
knowledge of one ficihtites the illustnfun ot 
the rest lie mu-t be it home on &mai and 
Oalviry, ready to glow wilh the teiTors of the 
ftrnier, or to melt With the mercv of thp htt r, 
to wield the s«ord of justice, or wave thf oll^o 
of peace, to repel the sacnlegious intiuder, or 
console the affnghted supphant , to teir down 
false foundations and establish the true, and 
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whatever besides will reprove sin and advance 
righteousness. All tliese tWngs pertain to liis 
apostleship He must be up witli the age and 
before it leading the lan and guiling it onwird 
The lo\e, the faith tho bi,ne\olence the enter 
frse the power is well as the glury ot the 
Church will depend upon his caj.a1"ilitiH<i He 
w 11 want plans upon a, ^ide &t,Ue ind laid 
upon a film hisia From ha apintual anl 
intellectual Pi gih he imist be able to \ie« the 
greif, an 1 gni i an 1 glori us and u e ind 
transform men by the i exhibition 

Thia IS in ige tf books of reading f the 
pen The prmted page has become an all 
pervading agency the silent jreieher in i mil 
lioa san tiianes lie ■niU need to command 
this power — he tai',t preich with the pen aa 
well a5 with the tongie from thi, pige i^ well 
as from the pulpit am 1 the quiet of the 
home 13 well as the excitement of the throng 
The guarliai ship of the truth w 11 req lire 
till he cannot be cjual to his en mies without 
It The Chiih must ha\e a hteuture — a 
hfarature promotne of her growth — i literature 
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auxiliary to her pulpit! Who shall furnish it! 
Tho people will read, and read move and more ; 
and their reading will leave its impress. Tho 
reading of any people will, to a great extent, 
deterijiioe their character. Here is an urgent 
demand at the present time, and it lies at the 
door of the ministry. With us it is a peculiar 
need. "We are a young people, and have pto- 
duced but few authors — among the few not 
many eminent. The field is open, and the 
want urgent. When we enter a well-selected 
library, comprising thousands of volumes, upon 
examinalJon we find Item mainly from the pens 
of Churchmen and Presbyterians, or branches 
of the Calvinistie family. We have no place, 
or the most limited possible among them.* 
There is an apology in our age and eircum- 
stances, but bo much the greater the need. 
Men cannot, as a rule, write books that will 
bo read, and furnish n literature which will be 
valuable, without extensive culture. We may 

" We do not forget ttat we have Wesley, Clarke, 
Fletcher, ajid a few other umiaent names; but the 
list is small, Old neecia to be vastly increased. 
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ignore this i3tmanil, but it will be our madness, 
and we shall reap the hitter fruits. 

Such, then, are the relations of the minister 
to the spiritual development of the Church. 
It ia not enougli to guide a poor ignorant 
sinner to Jesus ; this is a great work, but it is 
only the beginning. He must lead him on 
and up through the mysteries of a higher and 
ever-improving experience, by means of an 
expanding and ever-mereasing knowledge. 

4. Our fourth argument is drawn from the 
nature of the work itself. 

The gospel may be preached, and preached 
succesafnlly, viithoiit extensive learning. This 
has been already conceded. But it can he 
preached better, nther things being equal, with 
it. The absence of learning is, therefore, always 
a calamity. 

To argue this proposition would be an insult 
to our hearers. No one, it is presumed, questions 
it; yet it includes all that we contend for. To 
admit that liberal culture is an advantage at all, 
concedes our ground that it is a need. 

The original Scriptures were written in lan- 
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guages now dead, 'Hiey have been faitlifiiUy 
translated into the vernacular of the living minis- 
try, so tliat they may be well understood without 
a knowledge of the languages in which they were 
first written. Yet all will admit that it is most 
desirable to bo conversant with the original text ; 
that he who ia so learned has an advantage over 
him that is not. Such knowledge must, there- 
fore, be needed to a ministry, fo constitute it 
what it should be. 

Language is the implement of the minister's 
trade. The mora perfectly he can use it the 
greater will be the mastery — -the clearer and more 
f hi wUb h hbt tt! t tl Th 

kn 1 dg 13 th f bit ed 
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impressive eommuiiieation of them to others. This 
necessity increases with the intelligence of tlie 
people ; but lo & great extent is inherent and ia- 
Fariahle. A higlier range of topics, and more 
elaborate treatment, with an improved style, will 
always be absolutely necessary before an edu- 
cateil audience; but the acoomplishmenls which 
are imperative under such circumstances are 
needed under all. 

It would be deemed quite absuid for a plow- 
man, or mechanic, or merchant, however intelli- 
gent and strong-minded, to enter either the prac- 
tise of law or physic, without preparation. But 
why more absurd than that he should enter the 
ministry !* Is less learning necessary heie than 
there! Is the field narrower, or the ministra- 
tions of less rnonient ? Are the questions con- 
nected with theology les"! recondite, and their 

° A state of eiroumstanoes mayesist, in which with 
less learning a man might he useful in an; of the 
professions; hut as a, genera.! lav. and purticularlj 
in communilies educated to thought, the need 19 im- 
perative for professional training. What is true of 
other professions is true of the ministry ; with the 
general ezoeptions made in other parts of this dis. 



Ho-odb,GoOgk' 



FOR THE TIMES. 53 

elucidation more easy than those connected with 
law or medicine? The idea is simply preposter- 
ous ! The man who should form eueh an esti- 
mate, furnishes the best possible proof of an en- 
tire incapacity to appreciate, or utter disqualifica- 
tion to perform, the duties of the office. He has 
no more than mastered the alphabet, and de- 
serves to be turned from its portals as an imper- 
tinent intruder, who would defile things sacred 
with unwashed hands. No, it is not so ! The- 
ology is not a calling in which learning is at dis- 
count. More than any other it deminJs culture 
and erudition, in the degree m which it nses 
above every other in the magnitude and grandeur 
of its themes, and the mijesty an I moment of 
its consequences. 

Such are some of the, considerations we lubmit 
in support of our thesis. We thn k they desert e 
at the least, a respectful attention , and with 
us they assume great weight and importance. 
Others might be added, and these might be 
greatly extended; but for the present wo rest the 
case here, hoping that others who are capable (o 
do the subject more justice, will not find it un- 
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worthy their powers, to ent«r more fully into what 
we have feebly indicated. Most profoundly im- 
pressed are we with the conviction, that the entire 
Church, and especially the ministry, need to be- 
stow upon tbesuhject roost thorough consideration; 
and perilous in the extreme to all that is prized and 
dear to us, do we believe will be the neglect. 

II. Our second proposition is, Methodism 
needs a more spiritual and consecrated ministry. 

Vain were learning without spirituality and con- 
seoratjon. No accomplishments can he substi- 
tuted for these; nothing will answer in their 
place, or atone for their want. Though we 
might preach like angels from heaven, we would 
be but "a sounding brass and a tinkling symbol." 
Our polished and literary declamations would 
fell like moon-beams on glacier mountains, or 
harmlessly as snow-flakes on the granite. Sharp- 
ness of logic, brilliancy of imagination, omate- 
nesa of diction, powerful elocution, strength and 
force of argumentation, with whatever makes 
up scholastic opulence and faultless discourse, 
however admired, and however needed, alone 
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Will be cf small \ilue n'n may be in absolute 
cuise We want them but we want them 
fused we want them not alone but m am<U 
gum, not for their ajlen dor as pnnupals bit 
f r their use is in&trumenls \\e want them 
glowing and flaming like the top of ^inii tull 
of thundtra and earthquikea ' 

"^ e want prophets of the closet as well as 
study men whose heirts glow whilo their intel 
letfs ihine who feel deejU aa well as thLnk 
prafoundly who expenenco as well as theorize 
consecrated ns well is ordamed men who 
walk n th God and who ire intrusleil witli his 
secrets: who go belore the Phur h and ia\, 
"Follow us as we follow Christ " 

Such men are the\ who are the wint of the 
times; men whose heirts and minds quiver 
with the earnestness of the agp, and sympathize 
with the all-pervading excitement nioung the 
world around them , but who direct all their 
earnestness, and expend all their exutcment, in 
behalf of souls, and with reference to eter 
nity ; who come forth to the people like Moses 
from the mount, glowing with inspuitious and 
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burning with messages; who when they speak, 
cause the people to cover their faces, and say, 
"Lo, God haih. spoken." 

A ministry who enjoy reh'gion, and lore its 
ordinances ; whose lives, and tempers, and words 
are unblamable patterns of excellence ; whose only 
ambition is to commend their Master, and trans- 
form the woild by his exhibition; who live and 
move among men, as ambassadors from heaven, 
legates of the skies; who love souls, and feel 
their worth, as the "travail of the Redeemer;" 
and who, to save men, count no toil, no effoi't, 
no sacrifices, too great ; who are penetrated with 
the awfulness of the divine doctrines, and hold 
and dispense them as a sacred trust for man- 
kind ; who feel a burning furnace of love and 
grace within them, and hear a voice, ever saying 
unto them, Go, preach ! to whom it is a 
" woe" if they " preach not the gospel ;" who 
weep over the world as their Saviour wept over 
Jerusalem, and who would die for it, as he did 
upon Calvary, if they might win it to him ; 
who preach not of envy or strife, or worldly 
glory, but for a love of souls ; not men- 
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pleaaers ; not careful of tlieir own name ; not time- 
servers ; not indolent or seekers of ease ; not mere 
word-vendera or declaimers ; not men who n 
the pulpit as a profession, or employ it as a 
gine of ambition ; not blusterers or enthusiasts 
who give out sound for sense, or vainly expect 
from inspiration what they should seet by labor ; 
not empty-hearted and empty-headed pretenders, 
who run before they are sent to procldm what 
they neither feel nor understand ; not such — of 
which the highways and by-ways are full — but 
men — men of God — men whose hearts glow with 
le, and whose tongues hum with 
; who stand in their pulpits as watch- 
men, and tlmnder in Zion ; whose polished and 
cultivated intellects, full and shining with tho 
truth, skillful and mighty in its eshibition, are 
moved and impelled by hearts running over with 
love, and resplendent with holiness ; as the 
prophets, apostles, and tho fathers before them ; 
Salem mourns in all her borders, and weeps at 
al! her altars, for a ministry like this; and the 
earth and the world languish for them. How 
would such a host cause the wilderness to bloom, 
3* 
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and the desert k> Llossom as the rose! How 
would they cawy the truth in triumph through 
the world, and cover it over with the verdure of 
3 fruitful spring 1 How would the nations rise 
up at their coming, and the mountains and the 
floods sing at their approach ! How would in- 
fidelity fly before such a ministry, scathed hy its 
lightnings; and error, obduracy, and sin, how 
would they disappear amid its light, and melt 
away in its beams ! How, under its instruction, 
and infused with its spirit, would the Church 
rise up, and shine with the radiance of heaven ! 
How would it penetrate commerce, and impress 
professions, and affect governments, and send the 
aliment of a new life through the entire tissues 
of society ! How would it rise above thrones 
and dynasties, and prejudices stronger and older 
than these, and rule, and fashion, and sanctify 
all ! Such is its mission and ordination. And 
what, were the pulpit what it should be, should 
hinder ? 

Is any one about to say. The thing can never 
be t a ministry of this kind ? a ministry so learned, 
and yet so consecrated ; so intellectual, and yet so 
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spiritual so m ich cult ire and \et=c great zeal. 
Wh> not' Hia history recorded no examples? 
Hue the instaoces been few of groat learning-, 
ind let greit devction! Count up the heroes 
of the Churi-h and what do \ou find ? Whence 
hive come the greit lights nhose names gleam 
on the mirtjra pi^e ind reformerb r 11 Who 
aro they who have bravid kings ind senates, 
and who paled n)t at the stdke and vvheeH 
And why not^ Is edu:,ition a foe to religion? 
Is enlirgement of the intellett inimiLal to de- 
voutness of the heart' Are they who are best 
capable to understand the truth inl who take 
itt more of its efFulgeiii,e less likely to he fiith- 
ful to it, f^ love it and with zeal to propagate 
It ' Surely these things cinnot bi. i ccce sity. 
T<j believe so fcr -i moment woull ett na;uish 
our lights of hope tor the future ind over- 
throw our feith in the history of the past. The 
things ire not irreeoncilaHe Light and heat 
do blead in the ame heim ani so wisdom and 
love animate the same soul, and spread their 
effulgence and power over the same ministry. 
We must have it: culture and zeal, hght 
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and heat, mind and heart ! Blended, they will 
give us power with men and power with God, 
and we shall prevail. Deprived of them, we 
shall sink down, down, down in weakness and 
imbecility, until not a historic vestige will he 
left of a. people who might have heen great 
for God in the earth. 

And now, having indicated what we believe 
to be our need, as a Church, with regard to our 
ministry, and some of the reasons m support 
thereof we would linger a few moments still 
further to express the conviction, that a most 
urgent period is upon us, as a denomination, 
which, unless we shall have heavenly wisdom 
enough to meet, will bring us sorrow and 
decay. Brothers, I am not mistaken in this. 
Painful it may be to admit it — painful it is to us 
all. But what then S Shall we ignore it? Shall 
we relieve the case thus ? Surely there is a bet- 
ter way, God has prospered us, has enlai^ed 
our borders until our very growth has made new 
wants. It is lo our honor that it is so. Let us 

not despair because of resulting responsibilities 

let ua not sink under them. Rather let us rise 



Ho-odb,Googk' 



FOR THE 'IIMES. 61 

up in the strength of our God and meet them. 
Tte generations are looking to us; let us not 
disappoint them. If we that commenced the 
work, under embarrassment and difficulties un- 
avoidahle to the times, cannot meet the demand 
as we would, let us train up for it the sons 
whom God shall call to succeed us, and to 
carrj on the work when we are at rest. As 
we fall, let us see to it that those who take 
our places shall he our superiors. If there is 
an apology for us, there ougit to be none for 
those who come after us. If we do our duty, 
none will be needed- Like towers of strength 
and beauty, our pulpits will cover the land. 
Whether we look to the past or the future, hor- 
tatory voices salute us — there, amid the retreat- 
ing shadows, the lathers stand pointing us on — 
yonder, amid the hngitneas, the ages stand 
beckoning us forward. Duty cries to us, with 
a loud cry. We will not prove recreant. The 
love of souls, the woes and wants of a perish- 
ing world, the vows of God, will be effectual 
to incite us to all needful effort. 

If we shall be true to ourselves and faithful 
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to our Master, a glorious future awaits us ; yea, 
even now it bends over us full of hope and 
promise. Should we not, our place will be 
ffY6B to another people, and they will inherit 



But we are extending our remarks too long. 
May God grant us wisdom and grace for his 
name's sake. Ambn. 
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It is in our thoughts, should it seem wise and pru- 
dent, and should the present discourse be proluotive 
of good, to follow it in a short time with some sug- 
gestions as to a metiod for meeting the demand 
herein indicated ; together with a discuseioa of some 
raodiSoations in our economy, which we believe to be 
imperatively demanded in order thereto. Let no one 
take alarm : the modifications alluded to are only auoh 
as we thiok, upon reflection, all willsee would greatly 
increase onr usefulness and enlai^e our resources, 
without at a!! impairing our integrity, or iryuriously 
affecting our general system. 
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